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Burmaster announces High School Task Force members

MADISON—State Superintendent Elizabeth Burmaster released a list of the members of the State
Superintendent’s High School Task Force.

The group, co-chaired by JoAnne Brandes, executive vice president, chief administrative officer,
and general counsel for Johnson Diversey Inc., and Ryan Champeau, principal of Waukesha North High
School, will hold its next meeting May 3 at the Sheraton Madison Hotel. It will look at various local
initiatives aimed at redesigning or transforming the high school experience, enhancing student learning
and engagement, and strengthening the alignment of high school with postsecondary education and
workforce needs.

“Wisconsin high schools have traditionally done a good job preparing young people for whatever
future they choose, but we must never rely solely on our past accomplishments to meet the ever-changing
needs of students,” Burmaster said. “The experiences they have in high school will shape their character,
decisions, and quality of life as adults. That is why we must have on-going, sustained efforts in our schools
to prepare young people as citizens who are ready to work in our global economy.”

Burmaster noted that the task force will consider some of the most significant educational policy
issues in high schools as they work to improve the education of all students. Specifically, the State
Superintendent’s High School Task Force will

* identify strategies to raise achievement, close the gap, and promote postsecondary
success and citizenship for all students;

* embrace the strengths of high schools and identify where change is needed;
* examine new models of student learning and engagement;
» rethink the roles and relationships that frame high schools; and

» advance best practices that promote equity, quality, and accountability in the high
school experience.
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NOTE: A list of the members of the State Superintendent’s High School Task Force follows.
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State Superintendent’s High School Task Force

Elizabeth Burmaster, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

Co-Chairs

JoAnne Brandes, Executive Vice President
Chief Administrative Officer and General Counsel
Johnson Diversey, Inc., Sturtevant

Ryan Champeau, Principal
North High School, Waukesha

Task Force Members

Lisa Aarli, Board Co-Chair
Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network, Madison

Katie Arnesen of Madison
Parent

Bob Beglinger, President
American Federation of Teachers - Wisconsin

Donna Behn, Director
Curriculum and Instruction, Hartford Union High School

Barbara Blackdeer-Mackenzie
Executive Director of Education
Ho-Chunk Nation, Black River Falls

Amy Blazkovec-Johnson, Teacher
Milwaukee Public Schools

Anthea L. Bojar, Dean
College of Education, Cardinal Stritch College, Milwaukee

Jeanne Bootz
Office of High School and College Transitions
Fox Valley Technical College, Appleton

Jordan Bronston, Student
Onalaska High School

Carole Brown, President
Waukesha County Technical College, Pewaukee

Phillip Burley, Counselor
Lakeland Union High School, Minocqua

Doug Chickering, Executive Director
Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic
Association, Stevens Point

Jayson Chung, Assistant Vice President
Office of Student Support and Assessment
Wisconsin Technical College System, Madison

Jaci Collins, Teacher
Lincoln High School, Manitowoc

Nancy Conner, Principal
Washington High School, Milwaukee

Jessica Doyle, First Lady
Retired Teacher, Madison

Chris East, Career Center/Tech Prep Coordinator
Northeast Wisconsin Technical College, Green Bay

Veronica Ellingson, Teacher
Hudson High School

Sue Endress, Training Coordinator
Wisconsin FACETS, Milwaukee

Terry Erickson, Executive Director
Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater La Crosse

Gloria Erkins, Principal
Vincent High School, Milwaukee

Tom Evert, District Administrator
Janesville School District

William Fisher, Principal
Boyceville High School

Fran Garb, Senior Academic Planner
Office of Academic and Student Services
University of Wisconsin System, Madison

Georgianna Giese of Portage
Retired Principal, Monona Grove High School

Mike Grady, Business Development Manager
Generac Power Systems, Waukesha

Michael Graff of Colgate
Teacher, Slinger School District

Dan Grego, Executive Director
TransCenter for Youth, Inc., Milwaukee

Margaret Guertler, Teacher
Berlin Area School District

Larry Haase, Principal
Menasha High School

Steve Hartley, Director of Alternative Programs
Madison Metropolitan School District

James Henegar, Teacher
Superior High School

Hugo Henry, Chair
NAACP Education Committee, Beloit

Willie Jude, Principal
Custer High School, Milwaukee
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Kimbert Kaukl, Principal
River Valley High School, Spring Green

Patricia Kerhin, School Board Member
West Allis-West Milwaukee School District

Brian Kersten, Principal
Waunakee High School

Amanda Koerper, Student
Clear Lake High School

Marty Lexmond, Director
High School Redesign
Milwaukee Public Schools

Pao Lor, Assistant Principal
Neenah High School

Kristine Martin, District Administrator
Pulaski Community School District

Jose Martinez, Assistant Superintendent
Racine Unified School District

Susan May, Vice President of Instruction
Fox Valley Technical College, Appleton

Michael Meissen, Principal
LaFollette High School, Madison

Andrew Meuler, Principal
Rufus King International Baccalaureate
High School, Milwaukee

Shelly Moore of River Falls, Teacher
Ellsworth Community School District

Jim Morgan, Vice President, Education and Programs
Wisconsin Manufacturers and Commerce

Jeff Muse, Deputy Director of Education
Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council, Rhinelander

Diego Ojeda of Belleville, Teacher
Evansville Community School District

Sen. Luther Olsen
14th Senate District, Ripon

Kent Olson, Owner
Olson Tire, Wausau

Kendra Parks, Teacher
Memorial High School, Madison

Mary Pfeiffer, Principal
Stevens Points Area High School

L. Allen Phelps, Director, Center on Education and Work

University of Wisconsin-Madison

Vonna Pitel, District Library Media Coordinator
Cedarburg School District

Rep. Sondy Pope-Roberts
79th Assembly District, Verona

Tami Satre, Statewide Operations Vice President
Junior Achievement of Wisconsin, Inc., Eau Claire

Dean Schultz, Executive Vice President
Ayres Associates, Eau Claire

Greg Stanton, Student
Webster High School

Nola Starling-Ratliff, Principal
Horlick High School, Racine

Richard Swartz, Teacher
North High School, Oshkosh

Dave Tackmann, Teacher and Health Coordinator
Altoona High School

Teresa Thomas-Boyd, Director
Wisconsin Citizen Action of Milwaukee

Ker Vang, Executive Director
Hmong Association of Green Bay

Lori Waupoose, Juvenile Officer
Menominee Indian Tribal Police Department, Keshena

Fred Weissenburger, Executive Director
Student Services, Eau Claire Area School District

Liaisons

Liam Goldrick, Education Policy Adviser
Office of Governor Jim Doyle

Tom Beattie, Executive Director
Association of Wisconsin School Administrators

Jim Lynch, Associate Executive Director
Association of Wisconsin School Administrators
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Deborah Mahaffey, Assistant State Superintendent
Division for Academic Excellence



